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Minutes of a meeting of the LICENSING COMMITTEE held in the Meeting Room 1, 
Council Offices, Priory Road, Spalding, on Thursday, 26 January 2017 at 6.30 pm.

PRESENT

A Harrison (Chairman)
T A Carter (Vice-Chairman)

G R Aley
M D Booth
A Casson
M G Chandler

R Clark
G K Dark
H Drury
J L King

C J Lawton
A M Newton
E J Sneath
J Tyrrell

In Attendance:  The Licensing and Business Support Manager, Licensing Officer and 
the Clerk to the Committee

Apologies for absence were received from or on behalf of Councillors M J Pullen 

15. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were none.

16. MINUTES 

The minutes of the meeting held on 18 October 2016 were signed as a correct 
record.

17. LICENSING QUARTERLY UPDATE REPORT 

The Licensing and Business Support Manager introduced the quarterly performance 
report to the committee.  Councillors were advised that the report had been produced 
in the same format as last few meetings. 

The Licensing and Business Support Manager advised that within the ‘other work’ 
section of the report, the Licensing team had been the focus of the council’s internal 
audit, as per the audit programme. They had looked at checks that the team had 
undertaken and complaints against taxi drivers.  A draft report from audit had been 
received which had been positive.  The only feedback for improvement was in areas 
that had already been identified by the team to look at, those being the taxi policy and 
a review of fees.  An identified risk was that there was currently only one 
administrator looking after the database.  This was being addressed through training 
to enable knowledge to be shared.

AGREED:

That the report be noted.
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18. IMMIGRATION ACT UPDATE 

The Licensing and Business Support Manager advised that at the moment the law 
only applied to the taxi trade.  Further information was expected on how to deal with 
licensed premises.  The team were now carrying out additional checks on driver and 
operator applications to establish the right to work in the UK.  This was 
straightforward for European and UK nationals but was complicated outside of that 
area.  

Documents were available in different languages and several checks had been 
carried out already.  If an applicant only had a limited time to work in UK then the 
licence would only be granted for that period of time.  Equipment had been 
purchased to assist in checking whether documents were legitimate.  

Advice would be sought from the Home Office should an individual be found to be 
working illegally.

There were currently no powers to make checks on individuals in licensed premises 
but if there were any concerns the team would go straight to the Secretary of State.

AGREED:

That the report be noted.

19. STREET TRADING POLICY REVISION 

The Licensing and Business Support Manager introduced the report to seek approval 
for changes to the Street Trading Policy and Fee Structure.  The proposed changes 
had been marked in red in Appendix One which was attached to the report.
  
The following key points were raised:

 The Licensing and Business Support Manager clarified that when an individual 
submitted an application for street trading consent there was a need to ensure 
that site was recognised;

 Disclosure Scotland checks for ice cream vendors had been incorporated;
 A small inflationary fee increase had been proposed;
 Point 6.0 of the policy was queried in terms of whether enforcement action 

was being taken where mobile traders were operating outside of permitted 
hours in the vicinity of schools.  The Licensing and Business Support Manager 
advised that she would report back.

 Point 3b – it was agreed to include a definition regarding fixed and mobile;
 Two new fees had been introduced – a 48hr and a monthly fee. These were 

smaller pro-rata fees.  It was agreed that a definition was needed with regard 
to ‘Charitable purposes’;

 Point 27 – clarification was provided on this point as it was due to Grandfather 
Rights; 

 Street Trading Fees: Ice Cream Vans - it was agreed to remove the word 
‘seasonal’ and add a 3 monthly fee to the section.  The Licensing and 
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Business Support Manager would then work out the figures and this would go 
out to consultation.

AGREED:

a) That the proposed changes to the street trading policy and fee structure 
contained in Appendix A to the report be approved subject to removing the 
word ‘seasonal’ and the addition of a 3 monthly fee added;

b) That any future consultation responses be considered by the Licensing 
Committee prior to any of the changes coming into force.

20. ANY OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN DECIDES ARE URGENT. 

There were no other items to discuss.

(The meeting ended at 7.45pm)

(End of minutes)


